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>> This year, in a sign of the times, the Automa-
tion Fair® event will be primarily a virtual 

event. The annual affair provides industry leaders and 
practitioners an opportunity to network face-to-face rep-
resentatives from Rockwell Automation and companies 
in its PartnerNetworkTM program. The announcement 
of Automation Fair At Home as the platform for 2020 
reflects the new reality brought on by the COVID-19 
pandemic, which naturally also has influenced this year’s 
trends in industrial automation and control.

With Industrial Internet of Things (IIoT) innovations 
and modern infrastructure strategies continuing to drive 
digital transformation, manufacturers have the flexibility 
to adapt to dynamic market conditions and the agility 

to achieve productivity and performance goals. Read on 
for a summary of the prominent industrial automation 
trends of 2020.

#1. The IIoT and edge computing 
shape infrastructure strategies.
Companies are moving from solving individual business 
problems tactically to a more strategic approach.

Nithiyakumar Parameswaran, enterprise analytics 
business leader at Rockwell Automation, says it begins 
by choosing an infrastructure that will solve current and 
future use cases. This includes a connectivity strategy for 
various data sources, then where to store the data (cloud, 
edge, on premises or hybrid model), then the IT tools 

SMART INFRASTRUCTURE, VIRTUAL 
WORKFORCES AND DIGITALIZATION 
DOMINATE 2020 INDUSTRIAL 
AUTOMATION TRENDS
9 key trends keeping plants productive in unusually challenging 
times are aided by edge computing, network modernization, digital 
twins, augmented reality, advanced analytics and more.

By Sheila Kennedy, CMRP, Contributing Editor
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to build analytical models and applications, and finally 
the deployment strategy for the analytical models and 
applications — in the cloud or on the edge.

With the edge becoming more powerful, it’s driving 
the cloud strategy.

“In the past, data was pushed to the cloud for storage, 
gaining insights, and building and executing various 
analytical models,” explains Parameswaran. “Now, with 
edge capabilities, data aggregation, cleansing, filtering 
and contextualization can be performed at the source 
before pushing it to the cloud. Actionable insights and 
near-real-time analytics can be performed closer to the 
assets and devices.”

Companies that weren’t comfortable pushing machine 
data to the cloud a couple years ago are realizing they 
can take advantage of the capabilities available in the 
cloud, and at the same time have capabilities at the edge 
or on premises. “We see an upward trend in adopting the 
hybrid model,” Parameswaran adds.

Jason Andersen, VP of strategy and product manage-
ment at Rockwell Automation Encompass™ Product 
Partner Stratus Technologies, says industrial organiza-
tions are making a massive move toward IT optimization 
at the edge. He contends it’s occurring in three phases:

Phase 1: Technologies such as virtualization, IT stan-
dards, and cloud connectivity drive digital transforma-
tion to solve business problems. This is crucial because 
the long life of industrial processes and controls has led 
to a patchwork of technology in places that are hard 
to service. Today’s simple, protected, and autonomous 
technologies can support critical, continuous operations 
at a lower cost and with greater flexibility.

Phase 2: This phase, just getting underway, involves 
a fundamental decision: Will industrial companies 
continue to build and maintain their own infrastructure, 
or will they buy capabilities as a service from large-scale 
third-party vendors? The scope of what will be avail-
able as a service won’t just be data and applications, but 
also the machines themselves. Entirely new solutions 
such as edge computing and ecosystem opportunities 
are forming.

Phase 3: Future generations of industrial solutions 
will be built natively into new edge/cloud architectures, 
Andersen predicts. New technologies and platforms 

will lead to new business models and capabilities 
for industrials.

#2. IT/OT convergence enables 
secure, smart manufacturing.
Even with the security challenges over the last several 
years, the value proposition of integrating operational 
technology (OT) data into IT systems is undeniable, 
says Jason Sprayberry, director of strategy and business 
development for IoT at HMS Networks, an Encompass 
Product Partner. Advantages of cloud-based solutions 
include cost savings, data sharing, digital twins, machine 
learning (ML), artificial intelligence (AI) enablement, 
and the ability to recover and scale quickly.

“Successful IT/OT teaming ensures that when smart 
devices are purchased, the additional Ethernet traffic 
that is generated is managed through network segmen-
tation and a robust security approach is taken,” says 
Mark Cristiano, North American Services Commercial 
Manager at Rockwell Automation.

Kamil Karmali, global commercial portfolio lead for 
services at Rockwell Automation, believes customers now 
will accelerate their strategies to reduce enterprise risk 
by modernizing their plant-floor architectures, network 
architectures and cybersecurity roadmaps, and that the 
development of faster-growing security operating center 

>>Podcast Episode Examines 
Oil & Gas Trends

In the latest episode of 
the podcast, “Automa-
tion Chat,” from The 
Journal From Rock-
well Automation and 
Our PartnerNetwork 
magazine, Executive 
Editor Theresa Houck 
talks with Sensia 
CEO Allan Rentcome 
about how the economic downturn and COVID-19 
have affected the oil & gas industry; how firms are 
investing in digital automation and the role digital 
technologies will play in the next few years; how to 
get meaningful views into real-time production data; 
and more. 

Available on your favorite podcast app, on 
the web at https://bit.ly/3ieIxjp, or on YouTube at 
https://youtu.be/jDWVTd3xF8M.
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capabilities are needed to respond to and manage critical 
threats and cyber incidents in real time, globally.

#3. Single Pair Ethernet and two-wire 
devices reshape network connectivity.
Single Pair Ethernet (SPE) will power Ethernet’s future, 
predicts Bob Voss, senior principal research engineer for 
industrial automation and IIoT at Encompass Product 
Partner Panduit. SPE allows for entire OT networks to 
be Ethernet, creating benefits across multiple facets of 
business operations.

Panduit recently announced the approval of the IEC 
63171-1 (Variant 1) SPE connector style by ISO IEC 
SC48B. “As we look ahead, this newly standardized SPE 
connector design will support the explosion of Ethernet 

connectivity into edge devices within a broad range of 
applications, including industrial controls, building au-
tomation systems, and related sub-systems that can take 
advantage of structured cabling,” says Voss.

Garrett Edwards, senior product manager at Encom-
pass Product Partner Spectrum Controls, agrees that 
SPE, and specifically Ethernet Advanced Physical Layer 
(Ethernet-APL), is a transformative technology that will 
accelerate the connected enterprise for process automa-
tion. As a two-wire solution, APL is well positioned to 
disrupt and eventually replace fieldbus architectures due 
to its ability to enable data transmission over Ethernet 
and supply power to end devices.

“The simplified cabling saves costs by reducing 
weight, minimizing space, and offering the possibility to 

>>Product Highlight

Easy Multi-Protocol Communication!
No programming software, no I/O tree changes, and no ladder 
logic to program makes the Universal Industrial Gateway from 
Rockwell Automation Global Encompass™ Product Partner Spec-
trum Controls, the easiest solution for industrial protocol commu-
nication. This gateway deploys in minutes using a browser-based 
interface and makes integration of any device into your industrial 
control system effortless.

The Universal Industrial Gateway is a multiprotocol commu-
nications device that supports 12 protocols in one box. When 
modernizing networks, or integrating new and old devices, having 
a flexible multiprotocol gateway makes all the difference. This 
easy-to-deploy solution connects multiple devices across multiple 
protocols, simultaneously in any combination.

Scale to any need with 12 built-in protocols: EtherNet/IP™, 
EtherNet/IP-PCCC, Modbus™ TCP, Modbus RTU, Modbus ASCII, 
DF1™-PCCC, DF1-CIP, PPI, S7comm, DirectNET, CCM and HostLink. With its fully configurable Ethernet port and 
multiple serial ports, the Universal Industrial Gateway provides the functionality of multiple protocol gateways 
for the price of one.

The cost-effective Universal Industrial Gateway is ideal for engineers, machine builders, system integrators or 
maintenance technicians. Request your free demo unit today.

“Industrial organizations are making a massive 
move toward IT optimization at the edge.”

— Jason Anderson, Stratus Technologies
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re-use fieldbus cabling,” explains Edwards. “At Spectrum 
Controls, we are utilizing our experience with fieldbus 
protocols and APL to reduce the complexity of automa-
tion networks as customers make the transition to a 
more connected enterprise.”

#4. Smart tools and instruments 
support the virtual workforce.
Industry 4.0 acceptance has increased dramatically ever 
since COVID-19 emerged, believes Adem Kulauzovic, di-
rector of coding automation at Encompass Product Part-
ner Domino Amjet, an industrial printer manufacturer. 
“Companies are realizing that integrating and automating 

systems so they can be monitored and examined remotely 
is key for future business and sustainability,” he explains.

In demand are solutions that send data to the cloud 
for remote monitoring, automate routine functions to re-
duce operator error, and make recommendations in real 
time. “From this demand, we will start seeing more solu-
tions using edge computing and integration for not only 
predictive maintenance, but prescriptive (or advised) 
performance and maintenance,” suggests Kulauzovic.

Several developments at Domino address these trends. 
Data needed to optimize performance, predict failures 
and preschedule maintenance is available through com-
mon industrial fieldbus (Ethernet/IP™, EtherCat®) proto-

>>Product Highlight

New Video Series Focuses on Eliminating Human Errors
Domino North America, a provider of coding and la-
beling technologies and a member of the Rockwell Au-
tomation Encompass™ Product Referencing Program, 
is excited to showcase a series of brief videos. Domino 
visits manufacturing sites daily, and the common 
complaints we hear consistently revolve around human 
error and the need to remedy these challenges.

These latest videos showcase the top four chal-
lenges experienced in manufacturing today, and 
how Domino’s QuickDesign software can resolve 
these inefficiencies.

Whether you’re already running digital twin simula-
tions to prototype and fine-tune performance tweaks 
prior to implementing them in real time on your fully 
integrated and automated lines, or if you’re curious about how getting the various components on your line (such 
as your coding and marking equipment) to talk to you, and to all the other equipment, we’ve got some answers 
for you.

If you’re wondering how coding automation could help you improve productivity, reduce errors, streamline 
maintenance and avoid unplanned downtime, we invite you reach out to our coding automation experts to find 
out more after viewing these videos.

“A tremendous amount of business is being conducted 
online, especially this year, bringing mobile solutions 

and the ease of doing business to the forefront.”
— Ryan Williams, Endress+Hauser
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cols, allowing direct communication to Domino printers 
though programmable logic controllers (PLCs).

Also, the company’s QuickDesign software allows 
transmission of data from the customers’ enterprise 
resource planning (ERP) and manufacturing execution 
system (MES) automatically to Domino printers, pre-
venting mistakes caused by manual intervention.

Ryan Williams, national product manager for solu-
tions and service at Endress+Hauser, a Rockwell Auto-

mation Strategic Alliance Partner, says the tremendous 
amount of business being conducted online, especially 
this year, is bringing mobile solutions and the ease of 
doing business to the forefront. For instance, industrial 
mobile workers are doing more with fewer but better and 
more-connected tools.

The Field Xpert SMT70, Endress+Hauser’s industrial-
ized mobile tablet for instrument commissioning and 
configuration, puts all required information at the user’s 

>>Product Highlight

Endress+Hauser Expands Digital Service Experience for Projects
Endress+Hauser expands end users’ digital experience on 
instrument projects with the release of its digital commis-
sioning application and Netilion projects digital turnover 
package. These new capabilities empower the plant start-up 
team to mitigate project risks while staying on time and 
budget, and to track progress in real time.

The digital service experience enables users to digitize 
projects for efficiency, eliminating time-consuming manual 
coding and progress reports. Users can see project work 
progress across the field devices start-up phases in real-time 
and can flag any potential issues on the commissioning 
app. Visibility to issues allows users to reallocate resources 
to keep the project on time. The web-based application 
workflow is tailor built to field technician and project manager user’s needs for greater productivity.

Instead of manual loop folders, documentation is generated digitally and stored in the Netilion Library digital 
service application. This paperless storage eliminates manual retrieval to facilitate development of a turnover 
package complying with project deliverable requirements.

Netilion Library helps users organize asset records, drawings, pictures, files, and turnover package docu-
ments. It is a file sharing and data management service for the complete life cycle of an instrument. This saves 
significant time when carrying out maintenance or engineering activities since the often-tedious search for 
information is eliminated.

Project benefits include real-time visibility and insights of work progress, issues and completion; efficient 
project setup, automatic data sheet, tag lists and template uploads; collaborative digital guide for work process 
execution; and more.

For more information, visit https://eh.digital/39fM9yZ.

“SPE, and specifically Ethernet-APL, is a transformative 
technology that will accelerate the connected 

enterprise for process automation.”
— Garrett Edwards, Spectrum Controls
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fingertips and allows video collaboration with experts 
when needed. The company’s FieldCare software and 
Heartbeat Technology provide workers with instrument 
health status and diagnostics. The IIoT-ready products 
enable data sharing with Rockwell Automation PlantPAx® 
and other manufacturers’ control systems, and all refresher 
training, work instructions and documentation are digital.

Williams adds that the company is evolving its portfo-
lio toward two-wire Ethernet.

#5. Virtual commissioning and digital 
twins are more commonplace.
Encompass Product Partner Maplesoft has seen grow-
ing interest in machine-level simulation technologies, 
otherwise known as digital twins.

“By using a digital twin, such as the ones created by 
MapleSim, engineers can get highly accurate informa-
tion about how their machines perform in a variety of 
scenarios,” says Chris Harduwar, vice president of busi-
ness development at Maplesoft. “They can even test and 
optimize their control code against this model using a 
technique called virtual commissioning.”

Learn more from Maplesoft’s recent episode, “All About 
Digital Twins and Virtual Commissioning,” on the “Au-
tomation Chat” podcast from The Journal From Rockwell 
Automation and Our PartnerNetwork™ magazine, avail-
able on your favorite podcast app.

#6. Augmented reality closes skills gaps.
There’s a pronounced increase in companies educating 
plant workers through augmented reality (AR), virtual 
reality (VR), mixed reality (MR) or extended reality (XR) 
technology. This new approach to real-time IIoT data visu-
alization helps to impart lost tribal knowledge to new work-
forces and support existing personnel needing refresher 
training or prescriptive guidance for unfamiliar situations.

#7. Advanced data and analytics 
accelerate learning.
Manufacturers are trying to gather more intelligence 
from the massive volumes of data being generated by 
connected sensors and systems across all their plants, ob-

serves Gaurav Verma, digital transformation marketing 
manager at Rockwell Automation. Adding operational 
context is essential.

To support gathering of high-speed contextual opera-
tional data at the edge and help enterprises unlock ac-
tionable insights through IT/OT convergence, Rockwell 
Automation offers FactoryTalk Smart Objects. These 
packaged, configurable information models reduce data 
preparation time by 70%, and the data is much more 
accurate, explains Verma.

Another trend is self-service ML, which “moves ML be-
yond the realm of data scientists and directly to the process 
engineers,” says Parameswaran from Rockwell Automa-
tion. Providing process experts with easy-to-use analytics 
tools allows them to create effective models, quickly access 
anomaly analytics, and take specific actions, all without 

>>9 Industrial Automation 
Trends in 2020

These are trends supporting the ongoing shift to 
digital manufacturing.

1. The IIoT and edge computing shape infrastruc-
ture strategies.

2. IT/OT convergence enables secure, smart 
manufacturing. 

3. Single Pair Ethernet and two-wire devices 
reshape network connectivity. 

4. Smart tools and instruments support the vir-
tual workforce.

5. Virtual commissioning and digital twins are 
more commonplace.

6. Augmented reality closes skills gaps.
7. Advanced data and analytics acceler-

ate learning.
8. Electrical safety upgrades meet indus-

try needs.
9. Motion control and robotics are 

more prevalent.

“Industry 4.0 acceptance has increased dramatically 
ever since COVID-19 emerged.”

— Adem Kulauzovic, Domino Amjet
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familiarity of ML or data optimization techniques. It 
democratizes ML and improves the time to value.

Examples include the Rockwell Automation Facto-
ryTalk Analytics LogixAI, which packages ML tech-
niques for process engineers, and FactoryTalk Analytics 
DataFlow ML analytics platform, which ingests edge 
data for anomaly prediction and condition monitoring, 
satisfying data scientists while also providing ease of use 
for process engineers.

Parameswaran predicts that in the future, analytical 
models such as anomaly detection and predictive mainte-
nance will be more asset-class specific and granular, such 
as specific to a compressor or heat exchanger.

#8. Electrical safety upgrades 
meet industry needs.
There is a downward trend of electrical-related injuries 
and fatalities over the last 30 years, but the fatalities 
trend has begun to flatten in the past decade. More 
than 90% of the events are due to electric shock, says 
Mark Pollock, global product manager at Littelfuse, an 
Encompass Product Partner.

Over the years, GFCI code changes have had a dra-
matic effect in lowering the electrocutions on circuits up 
to 240V, and special-purpose GFCIs for industrial volt-
ages now bring similar personnel-level shock protection 
to the industrial workplace. “We are seeing increased 
installations of our Littelfuse Industrial Shock Block 
GFCI products in Class A, C and D varieties, which 
are all rated at 100A, across a wide range of industries,” 
says Pollock.

Littelfuse sees a long-term trend where industrial 
GFCIs will become commonplace in industry, though 
increasing adoption of electrical and robotic equipment 
in manufacturing and processing facilities will accelerate 
the need for better shock protection. Learn more from 
Littelfuse’s recent episode, “Misconceptions About Shock 
Safety,” on the “Automation Chat” podcast from The Jour-
nal From Rockwell Automation and Our PartnerNetwork 
magazine, available on your favorite podcast app.

#9. Motion control and robotics 
are more prevalent.
Over the past few years, users have been asking for 
robotic solutions to help them achieve rapid production 
changeover, improve small batch production profit-
ability, and address changing workforce demands, says 
Scott Oakley, North American manager of motion and 
independent cart technology at Rockwell Automation. 
Interest in the latter was compounded by COVID-19.

For manufacturers needing to adjust production for 
new product innovations, the flexibility of electric linear 
actuators is playing a key role in handling a broader 
product mix on a given conveyor line, says Nick Novot-
ny, product marketing manager at Encompass Product 
Partner Nook Industries.

“Electric linear actuators adapt well because they 
can easily be reconfigured and reprogrammed to fit 
a variety of product requirements,” he explains. “In 
addition, they take up less space and fit well into the 
existing facility infrastructure and networks.” Rockwell 
Automation expects the creativity of robotics solutions, 
and robot counts, to accelerate in the years to come, 
adds Oakley. Also, increased collaboration between 
robots and humans is more than likely, including cobots, 
where a robot works in conjunction with a human. 
Learn more from Scott Oakley’s recent episode, “What Can 
Robotics Do For Me?” on the “Automation Chat” podcast 
from The Journal From Rockwell Automation and Our 
PartnerNetwork magazine, available on your favorite 
podcast app.

The Way Forward
Industrial organizations seeking to accelerate their digital 
transformation may be aware of some of these nine key 
trends, and they’ll all affect industrial automation in 
the next few years. The good news is that it doesn’t all 
have to be implemented at once. And the results will be 
increased competitiveness, improved provide margins 
and lasting business value. ■

“There is a downward trend of electrical-related injuries 
and fatalities over the last 30 years, but the fatalities 

trend has begun to flatten in the past decade.”
— Mark Pollock, Littelfuse
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a complete portfolio of services and solutions to support you.

Do you want to learn more?
www.us.endress.com/proline-simply-clever

MEASURED VALUE
+ ADDED VALUE

TJ2008_FullPageAds.indd   3TJ2008_FullPageAds.indd   3 8/12/20   12:00 PM8/12/20   12:00 PM

http://www.rockwellautomation.com/thejournal
http://www.putman.net/brands/tj/downloads/tj_ebook_elecsystems_june_2017.pdf
http://www.us.endress.com/proline-simply-clever


>> If you’re an industrial automation, controls or 
process professional, you’ll want to mark your 

calendars and set reminders to join an exciting, interac-
tive digital environment on November 16-20.

The 2020 Automation Fair® event, called Automation 
Fair At Home, will include inspiring presentations on 
the newest technology, critical industry topics and best 
practices — all designed to help you improve your skill-
sets and operations — right from the comfort and safety 
of your own space and device.

Automation Fair at Home is in response to feedback 
and insight from Rockwell Automation partners and dis-
tributors regarding the evolving global pandemic and its 
impact on businesses. The decision also is consistent with 

the company’s effort to prioritize the health and safety of 
its employees, customers, partners and distributors.

While looking a little different from previous Auto-
mation Fair® events, this year’s experience still will be 
jam-packed with information. Attendees can interact 
with technology experts and executives, participate in 
engaging hands-on labs, training sessions, industry 
focused forums, and keynote presentations, and network 
with leading professionals in the field.

The virtual event also includes three unique Rockwell 
Automation “experiences.” Each virtual experience booth 
will focus on a different theme — digital thread, digital 
engineering and bringing The Connected Enterprise to 
life — and feature “tour stops” within the company’s 

AT HOME WITH AUTOMATION FAIR
More than 10,000 attendees from around the world will be logging on for the 
Automation Fair At Home event in November. Here’s why you should be one of them. 
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Milwaukee headquarters to showcase Rockwell Au-
tomation products and technologies. Here, a meeting 
platform technology will be integrated into the booths 
to allow attendees to connect virtually via video/audio 
conference with subject matter experts.

Rockwell Automation and members of its PartnerNet-
work™ program will share how you can use technology 
as a competitive advantage to get your products and 
services to market faster, reduce costs, use power and 
plant-floor assets more efficiently, and minimize risks in 
your manufacturing environment.

Tour the Virtual Exhibit Hall
Numerous demonstrations and reviews of the latest 
automation technology will be on display in the virtual 
Partner Showcase, held in conjunction with more than 
50 companies in the Rockwell Automation PartnerNet-
work program. Learn how they’re integrating technolo-
gies, including the Industrial Internet of Things (IIoT) 
and industrial mobility, with automation control, power 
and information software and solutions.

The Partner Showcase comprises exhibits from Rock-
well Automation and its Encompass™ Product Partners, 
OEM Partners, Solution Partners, Digital Partners 
and Strategic Alliance Partners, offering you the best 

chance to connect with the right people to help solve 
your automation and industrial control challenges and 
improve operations.

You can navigate the virtual show floor from the main 
navigation bar or from the main lobby. Visit virtual 
booths to talk with suppliers, see product demonstra-
tions, and learn how these exhibitors and their solutions 
can help you. View the Exhibitor Directory on page 17, 
or visit www.automationfair.com to get the most up-to-
date-list of exhibitors.

Training and Development Opportunities
The Automation Fair® event offers 20 hands-on labs, 
more than 95 product and technology sessions and 10 
forums that give you opportunities to learn best prac-
tices. After you register for the event, you can sign up 
for forums, hands-on labs and the technical sessions in 
advance to help plan your day. In addition to these, and 
new for 2020, are a DX Strategists track, Bold Conver-
sations on Inclusion and Diversity sessions and Per-
spectives keynotes. More information on each of these 
is below.

Hands-On Labs
The popular hands-on labs, offered daily during the 
event, focus on the newest hardware and software 
technologies and product enhancements. These interac-
tive training labs cover the portfolio of products from 
Allen-Bradley®, Rockwell Software®, and products offered 
by our PartnerNetwork members.

Due to capacity limits, registration is required to at-
tend hands-on labs. Please note that the hands-on labs 
are reserved for customers only. Each customer may at-
tend two labs and there is a $99 fee. Hands-on labs will 
be conducted via the Rockwell Automation Cloud Based 
Infrastructure (RAcbi). You will connect to remote hard-
ware for any hardware-based sessions. You do not need 
any specific equipment to participate.

Product and Technology Sessions
These free, jam-packed 60-minute sessions will cover 
how the latest products, technologies, solutions and ser-

>>Checklist for Automation 
Fair At Home

✔ Shower: not necessary
✔ Ball cap to hide your unkempt hair: check
✔ Jammies: check
✔ Slippers: check
✔ Kids on their iPads: check
✔ Comfy chair on your deck: check
✔ Chew toy for the dog: check
✔ Food delivery app ready to order lunch: check
✔ Favorite beverage: check

>>Professional Development 
Hour Credits

All technical sessions presented by Rockwell Auto-
mation are eligible for Professional Development 
Hour credits, including any accessed ‘on-demand’ 
from November 2020 through June 2021.
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THE FIRST   
UL 943C LISTED  
INDUSTRIAL GFCI  
FOR PEOPLE   
PROTECTION

LITTELFUSE INDUSTRIAL  
SHOCK BLOCK® GFCI
The Industrial Shock Block is a Class C (480 V) and  
Class D (600 V) GFCI for personnel protection in industrial 
applications, UL Listed to UL 943C. It is also now available 
as a Class A GFCI for 3-phase 208 V circuits, Listed to UL 
943. It detects leakage current and interrupts power up to 
100 A. Built-in overcurrent protection (50 kA) eliminates 
the need to install separate short-circuit protection, saving 
space and cost. The Industrial Shock Block GFCI can 
be mounted to the wall or to the Shock Block Cart and 
Mounting Frame for maximum flexibility.

Typical Applications

   Construction
   Oil and Gas
    Manufacturing
   Food and Beverage 

   Agriculture 
   Water and Wastewater
    Wet Environments
  Commercial Kitchens

Accessory: 
Industrial Shock Block  

Cart & Mounting Frame

© 2020 Littelfuse Inc.

For more information, visit Littelfuse.com/Shock-Block-GFCI 
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vices can help your operations meet the manufacturing 
environment of today, tomorrow and the future.

Hear from leading industry and product specialists 
from Rockwell Automation and its PartnerNetwork™ 
as they share how you can deliver and move to your 
next innovation.

Once you’ve registered for the Automation Fair At 
Home event, visit the session catalog and descriptions 
for each session on www.automationfair.com and 
select the ones you want to attend. The sessions will then 
populate into your personal calendar so you don’t miss 
the events that most interest you.

Industry Forums
The industry forums provide examples of how companies 
have increased their productivity and improved efficien-
cy. Each forum has its own web page and will include 
industry-specific highlights from the event, such as other 
industry-related sessions, exhibitors and new products.

The 10 forums are:

• Automotive and Tire
• Chemical
• Food and Beverage
• Life Sciences
• Metals
• Mining
• OEM
• Oil and Gas
• Power and Energy
• Water/Wastewater

DX Strategists
Now, more than ever, innovation, creativity and agil-
ity are paramount for industry. The new DX Strategists 
track presentations will inspire innovation through 
shared experiences and community development. It 
brings together visionaries in industrial digital trans-
formation to showcase the power and value of IT/OT 
expertise from Rockwell Automation.

Join this community of digital pioneers and learn how 
to drive measurable business outcomes by hearing from 
industry leaders in interactive discussions. In addition, 
see how you can take advantage of the new business 
models being discovered through the use of emerg-
ing technologies.

Bold Conversations on Inclusion 
& Diversity sessions
It’s no secret that inclusion and diversity are good for 
business. But how do you create a sustainable culture 
change to maximize your employees’ potential and your 
bottom line?

In this exciting new track, a variety of thought leaders 
will discuss how culture, community outreach, supplier 
diversity and a focus on talent can impact your business.

Bring your questions and your curiosity and be pre-
pared for an authentic discussion that reflects on today’s 
challenging times.

Perspectives Keynotes
Three Perspectives keynote presentations will feature ex-
ecutive leadership, PartnerNetwork members and indus-
try experts sharing their thoughts, visions, strategies and 
real-life business experiences driving IT/OT convergence 
to deliver The Connected Enterprise.

>>Process Solutions User Group

The popular Process Solutions User Group (PSUG) 
is now part of the Automation Fair session offerings 
and will take place over all five event days. PSUG 
addresses the production challenges you face every 
day, including control strategies, optimization, pro-
cess safety, batch automation and more.

Process control engineers, plant managers, op-
erators, manufacturing IT professionals, integrators 
and EPC consultants are some of the many automa-
tion professionals that will join in this interactive 
event to gain greater insight into the latest new 
process automation technologies and best practices.

This year’s PSUG will have two keynote address-
es, hands-on labs, product and technology sessions, 
and an abundance of customer application sessions 
showcasing real results. In addition, Ask the Expert 
sessions cover pointed topics relevant to process 
automation professionals.

This year, there is no cost to attend PSUG. 
However, any hands-on labs will require separate 
registration and limited to customers only, two per 
person, and cost $99 each.
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There will be one hour-long presentation each day 
beginning at 8:00 am Central Time on Monday, No-
vember 16 through Wednesday, November 18. If you’re 
unable to attend at that time, the keynotes will be avail-
able on demand. The presentations will discuss how to 
imagine, define and discover your next innovation with 
Rockwell Automation.

Register Now for On-Demand Access
Registration is required to gain access to the event and 
to on-demand presentations, which will be available for 
six months until June 2021. Access includes the virtual 
exhibit hall, technical sessions, the DX Strategists track, 
industry forums, general sessions and keynote presenta-
tions. Hands-on labs will not be available on-demand.

There is no cost to attend the overall event and ses-
sions. Hands-on labs will cost $99 per lab and will be 
limited to two labs per customer.

Visit www.automationfair.com for more registration 
information, or contact your local Rockwell Automa-
tion representative. Then on November 16-20, grab your 
laptop and a cup of coffee and enjoy Automation Fair At 
Home. ■

>>Automation Fair At Home 
– At a Glance

Join Rockwell Automation for a new experience 
showcasing the power and value of IT/IOT, Nov 
16-20, 2020. The 2020 Automation Fair® At 
Home event will feature technical discussions, 
interactive labs and presentations, including 
the following:

• Bold conversations on inclusion 
and diversity*

• DX Strategists track*
• Industry forums
• Hands-on labs
• Perspectives keynote presentations*
• Process Solutions User Group session
• Technical sessions presented by Rock-

well Automation and PartnerNet-
work™ members

 PARTNER SHOWCASE 
(Exhibitors *As of Sept. 29, 2020)

>> The 2020 Automation Fair® At Home event may not feel quite like the events of 
years past, but you can still visit exhibitors in a virtual, 3-D and interactive environ-

ment featuring the newest products, solutions and services. Watch live and on-demand 
demos, ask questions, network with industry experts and much more. Log in to the expe-
rience and navigate to the virtual show floor from the main navigation bar or from the 
main lobby to visit these virtual booths. 

3M
Advanced Energy
ANSYS
Aparian, Inc.
Belden
Bihl+Wiedemann, Inc.
Brady Corporation
Burkert Fluid Control Systems

Calvary Robotics
Cape Software
Cisco
Claroty
Control Station, Inc.
Cybertrol Engineering
DATA-LINC GROP
DENSO Robotics

Dialight Corporation
Endress+Hauser
EPLAN Software & Service
Esteem Wireless Modems
FANUC America Corporation
Festo Corporation
Fluke Corporation
Grace Technologies
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Hardy Process Solutions
HELM INSTRUMENT CO, INC
HMS Networks
Hubbell Wiring Device-Kellems
Imperx, Inc.
Interstates, Inc.
Kalypso
Leviton
Littelfuse
LLumin, Inc.
Maplesoft
Marathon Motors
Maverick
MERSEN USA EP Corp.

Mettler Toledo
Motorola Solutions
MTE Corporation
nVent HOFFMAN
Nymi Inc.
Ocean Data Systems
Panduit
Parker Hannifin
Pepperl & Fuchs Inc
ProSoft Technology
PTC
ROSS Controls
Sensia
SeQent

Service Wire
SMC Corporation of America
Softing
Southwire Company
Spectrum Controls
STOBER Drives, Inc.
Stratus Technologies
Systems Interface
SyTech, Inc.
TCI, LLC
The Journal From Rockwell Automa-
tion and Our PartnerNetwork
WIN-911 SOFTWARE
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WHAT’S YOUR EDGE COMPUTING STRATEGY?

                           OF INDUSTRIAL
              ENTERPRISES

will utilize Edge Computing by 2022*

Download our guide to jump 
start your thinking.

Learn how Edge Computing:
• Advances the Connected Enterprise
• Extends operational excellence
• Simplifies IT complexity and cost
• Provides security and low touch

Includes use cases and Edge 
Computing assessment

* Frost & Sullivan

Download

90%
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